
American Ideals: Five paragraph Essay

Write a five-paragraph essay that answers the following question:
Have Americans lived up to the ideals expressed in the Declaration of Independence?

Your essay must include the following elements:

An introduction, including
• a hook that creates interest in the topic of your essay.

• a thesis statement that clearly states your perspective on the essay question.


Three body paragraphs that each include
• a topic sentence that clearly states one argument supporting your thesis statement.

• at least two pieces of evidence (visual details, facts, data, examples, or quotations) that support the topic sentence. For the first two body paragraphs, use evidence from Placards A through R. For the third body paragraph, use evidence from current events or from your own experience.

• a one- or two-sentence explanation of how each piece of evidence supports the topic sentence or thesis statement.


A conclusion that includes
• a reworded version of your thesis statement.

• a brief summary of your main arguments.

Drafting- Outline
I. Introduction
a. Hook: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
b. Thesis Statement (formulate a statement/opinion to answer the question “Have Americans lived up to the ideals expressed in the Declaration of Independence?” - this is what you will defend with evidence throughout your paper): _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.
II. Body Paragraph 1
a. Topic Sentence (first argument that supports thesis) ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

b. Evidence #1 (supports topic sentence above. Use Placards A through R) ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
c. Evidence #2 (supports topic sentence above. Use Placards A through R) ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

d. Evidence #3 Optional (supports topic sentence above. Use Placards A through R) ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
III. Body Paragraph 2
a. Topic Sentence (second argument that supports thesis) ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

b. Evidence #1 (supports topic sentence above. Use Placards A through R) ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

c. Evidence #2 (supports topic sentence above. Use Placards A through R) ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

d. Evidence #3 Optional (supports topic sentence above. Use Placards A through R) ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

IV. Body Paragraph 3
a. Topic Sentence (third argument that supports thesis) ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

b. Evidence #1 (supports topic sentence above. use evidence from current events or from your own experience) ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

c. Evidence #2 (supports topic sentence above. use evidence from current events or from your own experience) ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

d. Evidence #3 Optional (supports topic sentence above. use evidence from current events or from your own experience) ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
V. Conclusion
a. Restate your thesis using different words ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
b. Brief summary of main arguments __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
