APPARTS

In preparing for your Document Based Question (DBQ) it helps to keep in mind APPARTS:
A: Author: Who wrote/created the document? What do you know about them? What is their point of view?

P: Place and Time: Where and when was the document written? How might this affect the meaning of the document? 

Prior Knowledge: What do you know about this period of time that would help better understand the document?
Audience: Who was the intended audience? Who was likely to pay attention to or be influenced by the document? 

Reason: Why was it written/created? What was the author’s purpose? Why did the author choose to write the document in this form?

The Main Idea: What point is the author trying to make? 

Significance: So what? Why is this document important? What social/political/economic effects did it have? 
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