European Fantasy Trip
World Geography

Standards: Students use knowledge of geographical and cultural interrelationships to interpret the actions of people and societies. And derive information from maps and geographic tools to analyze relationships of interdependence.

Introduction: This could be one of the most useful school assignments you will ever do. You may tailor this assignment especially to your needs and dreams. Try to believe that the scenario written below has really and truly happened and that you are preparing for the experience of your lifetime. Every part of the assignment is something that is part of international travel. So... read on and have fun.
Scenario: You have a crazy geography teacher who just won the Colorado Power Ball. She won 190 million dollars. To be nice to her lovely geography students, she has decided to pay for you to go to Europe. This trip is going to be all expenses paid, assuming that you do not spend more that $8,000 dollars. Ms. Hite will pay for a round trip air plane ticket arriving and departing any two cities in Europe, she will pay for other expenses such as transportation, as long as you don’t go over $8,000. Make sure that you budget out all the little things! You know food, espresso, lodging, schnitzel, souvenirs, and what not. 

Of course, Ms. Hite wants to make sure that she will get her money’s worth. She wants you to take this trip to learn about different cultures and the geography of Europe. You may have other plans, but she will withdraw her gift unless you meet the following conditions.
Conditions

1. You must submit a budget plan that will make your money last for the duration of the trip. Down to the penny. This may require some research. 
2. You must include an itinerary that will show where you will be and what you will be doing each day.

3. You must plan to travel to at least 4 different countries in Europe and you must travel to at least 2 major cities in each country.
4. You must “Bring Back Proof” that will demonstrate to Ms. Hite that you gained knowledge of the cultures and geography of Europe.
5. You must create a map of Europe in which you detail your journey from start to finish.

6. You must create 10 questions about the countries you visited that might be on a test.
Your Guide

Follow each step written below to complete this assignment. Each step will teach you a new facet of your trip. These steps with links can be found on my website at www.hitesocialstudies.weebly.com. 
You can see my example website at www.hiteseuropetrip.weebly.com
Step 1: Go to www.weebly.com to sign up and a create a website for your Fantasy Trip to Europe. Make sure that you only sign up for the free version. Use your vista peak gmail account as your email and user id. Choose a password that you won't forget!!! Choose a design that you like and set up your pages. 

Step 2: Go to a travel website (www.travelocity.com, www.expedia.com, www.kayak.com, etc.) and find the flights that you will book. You will need to choose your arrival and departure cities. Think about how those cities encircle the other 6 cities that you plan on visiting. The order of your route should make sense. You may want to begin with your arrival flight first, and choose your departure flight once you get to step 9. 

Step 3: Post your flight information on your website. Make sure you include the following information:
    -Flight number
    -Airline company
    -Departure times and arrival times in all cities including layover/stop cities.
    -Travel Time
    -Cities that your plane stops at
    -Cost

Step 4: Copy a map of Europe into the "paint" program on your computer. Use the paint tools to label the 8 European cities (4 countries, 2 cities each) that you will visit. Mark the gateway city (arrival city) with a star and mark your departure city with a square. Draw lines from one city to the next to show the route you will take. Use this map if you can't find one: map of Europe. 

Step 5: Save your newly painted map to the desktop, a USB flashdrive, or the student network on the computer. Then you should be able to upload the image onto your new Weebly website as a photo. Make sure you put it under the page that you have created for you map/route.

Step 6: Create your budget. You can find a template budget plan here: https://docs.google.com/a/vistapeakstaff.org/spreadsheet/ccc?key=0ArjgTCZOhIW-dFAwY1RUcWRvbmNVMndOaHRTN2xHNXc#gid=0.
You will need to log in to your vistapeakstaff.org account to access the template. Once you have accessed it, you can click on "file" and "make a copy." This will allow you to input your budget  information into the document. Make sure that you give it a title. Don't forget, your total expenses cannot exceed $8,000! You will need to research the cost of different expenses for your budget, such as the costs of lodging, tour passes, etc. 

Step 7: If you would rather stay in hotels, try this website: http://www.eurobookings.com/ or http://www.lastminute.com/hotels-d5-europe-hotels. Type in the name of the city you plan on visiting and the date you will be there. (It may help to complete your itinerary at the same time to keep track of the dates). In the search information only search for one night. Once you choose a hotel, click on "view hotel." Copy and paste that link into the "source" column of your budget. To change the price from euros to dollars, google "formula euros to dollars" and just type in the euro amount to get it translated into dollars. Under the "explanation" column explain if you chose a hotel or hostel.

If you would rather stay in hostels, try this website: http://www.europeanhostels.com/ or http://www.hostels.com/europe. Type in the name of the city you plan on visiting and the date you will be there. (It may help to complete your itinerary at the same time to keep track of the dates). In the search information only search for one night. Once you choose a hotel, click on "view hotel." Copy and paste that link into the "source" column of your budget. To change the price from euros to dollars, google "formula euros to dollars" and just type in the euro amount to get it translated into dollars. Under the "explanation" column explain if you chose a hotel or hostel.

Step 8: In order to save time, let's assume that the cost of the hotel or hostel you chose will be the same in all the cities you visit. Under "quantity" type in the number of nights you are planning on staying in Europe. Multiply that number times the cost to get the total cost for your lodging.

Step 9: Now that you know the number of nights you will stay, you need to find your returning flight from Europe to Denver. Go back to a travel website like www.travelocity.com and locate a returning flight. Put that information into your Airplane tickets section of your budget.

Step 10: Research your transportation costs for your budget.

For a Train Europass, visit this website: http://www.eurail.com/. Choose the type of pass that you want, and then choose the pass that has the appropriate number of days for what you want. Click on "add to cart," and then "go to checkout." Copy and paste the link into the "source" column of the budget. Then copy and paste the link into the "source" column of your budget. In the "explanation" column make sure that you include the type of transportation you are using. Leave quantity blank and type in the total cost. 

For renting a car, visit www.europcar.com. Click on "pick up location" above the search bar and choose the country that you are arriving in.Then type in the city that your are arriving in that country. Do the same thing for the country and city that you are departing from Europe to return the car. Choose your arrival date and departure date. If no results show, you may need to change one of the locations or the dates. Once the results show, choose the car you want. Then copy and paste the link into the "source" column of your budget. In the "explanation" column make sure that you include the type of transportation you are using. Leave quantity blank and type in the total cost.

For flying, visit www.ryanair.com. Type in the city that you are leaving from and the city you are flying to. Select the date that you are traveling. Click the box that says you have read the terms and condition and then "book now." Copy and paste the link into the source section of your budget. Also, type in the explanation the two cities you are traveling to and from, and the price of the flight under the cost column. To change the price from euros to dollars, google "formula euros to dollars" and just type in the euro amount to get it translated into dollars. You will need to find flights for each time you will fly to a new city. There should be 7 total. (Does not include arriving and departing flight to and from Europe).

Step 11: Complete the rest of your budget categories by calculating how much money you have left in your budget after the cost of the airplane tickets, lodging, and transportation. If you don't have very much money left you can alter your budget by shortening your trip by a few days or by changing your lodging or transportation. 

Step 12: Complete the food section of your budget by following the criteria below:

Cost for eating fast food or street vendor food per day: $20
Cost for eating at cafes per day: $40
Cost for eating at restaurants per day: $60

Step 13: Complete the other sections with the money you have left over. You don't need to research these sections. Just distribute your remaining money however you like. 

Step 14: Calculate your total cost of all expenses by adding everything together. Then subtract that from your budget of $8,000 to get your leftover money. 

Step 15: To put your budget on your website you will need to follow these steps: (1) Click on "share" and change the doc so that the "public on the web" can view. (2) Click on "file" and "publish to website." (3) Click on "start publishing" (4) Look under the section titled "get a link to published data" and click on "web page." (5) Choose "html to embed in a page." (6) Copy and the link found at the bottom by highlighting it and pressing "ctrl c" or by right clicking "copy" on the mouse.  (7) Go to your weebly website and click on the Budget page. (8) Drag the icon under elements called "custom html." It can be found in the basic elements. (9) Paste the html link into the space by right clicking "paste" with the mouse or by clicking "ctrl v."

Step 16: Complete the "My Journey" part of your website. For each city you will include the following:

· The name of the city and country

· at least one picture with a caption

· a paragraph that describes your time spent there


Research each of your cities on the internet so that you include at least 3 of the following in each of your paragraphs describing the city:

a.       The relative and absolute location

b.      Physical features of the country (rivers, mountains, plains, seas, oceans, deserts, etc.)

c.       The climate of the climate

d.      2 cultural items, traits, or landmarks that you discovered from each country (museums, structures, buildings, restaurants, customs, etc.)

e.       Identify one holiday that that country celebrates

f.       The languages spoken in that country

g.      A basic history of the country

h.      Religions in that country

i.        Type of government 

j.        Economy

k.      Holidays

Step 17: Create your itinerary. You can find a template itinerary here:


dGd3ajhiYkY1bVlKekl2eE4wVHpDZEE" 
https://docs.google.com/a/vistapeakstaff.org/spreadsheet/ccc?key=0ArjgTCZOhIW

dGd3ajhiYkY1bVlKekl2eE4wVHpDZEE
. 

You will need to log in to your vistapeakstaff.org account to access the template. Once you have accessed it, 

you can click on "file" and "make a copy." This will allow you to input your itinerary information into the 

document. Make sure that you give it a title. To help you figure out where your itinerary will begin and where it 

will end, use your budget to guide you. Also, use your descriptions and research about each city to 

complete the morning and afternoon activities.


Step 18: To put your itinerary on your website you will need to follow these steps: (1) Click on "share" and 

change the doc so that the "public on the web" can view. (2) Click on "file" and "publish to website." (3) Click 

on "start publishing" (4) Look under the section titled "get a link to published data" and click on "web page." (5) 

Choose "html to embed in a page." (6) Copy and the link found at the bottom by highlighting it and pressing 

"ctrl c" or by right clicking "copy" on the mouse.  (7) Go to your weebly website and click on the Budget page. 

(8) Drag the icon under elements called "custom html." It can be found in the basic elements. (9) Paste the html 

link into the space by right clicking "paste" with the mouse or by clicking "ctrl v."


Step 19: Create 10 questions about the cities you visited to write in your Quiz section of your website.
European Fantasy Assignment Points

_____20 Points
1. World Map, Route of travel
_____20 Points
2. Itinerary/Cities Visited 

_____20 Points 
3. Flight information
_____80 Points
4. Journal Entry for each country-eight cities total.

_____40 Points
5. Budget
_____10 Points
6. Quiz
_____10 Points
7. Webpage design and creativity

_____50 Points 
8. Presentation of Country of your choice 

_____250 Points possible

