Name_____________________________________
Directions: For each of the Black Codes, explain underneath it the meaning of the code. What is is prohibiting?
Excerpts from the Black Code of Mississippi (1865)
All freedmen, free Negroes, or mulattoes who do now and have here before lived and cohabitated together as husband and wife shall be taken and held in law as legally married… it shall not be lawful for any freedman, free negro, or mulatto to intermarry with any white person; nor for any white person  to intermarry with any freedman, free negro, or mulatto: and any person who shall so intermarry, shall be deemed guilty of felony, and on conviction thereof shall be confined in the State penitentiary for life…

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

All contracts for labor made with freedmen, free negroes, and mulattoes for a longer period than one month shall be in writing and if the laborer shall quit the service of the employer before the expiration of his term of service, without good cause, he shall forfeit his wages for that year up to the time of quitting.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Every civil officer shall, and every person may, arrest and carry back to his or her legal employer any freedman, free negro, or mulatto who shall have quit the service of his or her employer before the expiration of his or her term of service without a good cause; and said officer and person shall be entitled to receive for arresting and carrying back every deserting employee aforesaid the sum of five dollars, and ten cents per mile from the place of arrest to the place of delivery; and the same shall be paid by the employer, and held as the set-off for so much against the wages of said deserting employee.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

All freemen, free negroes and mulattoes in this state, over the age of eighteen years…with no lawful employment or business, or found unlawfully assembling themselves together, either in the day or night time, and all white persons so assembling themselves with freedmen, free negroes, or mulattoes…on terms of equality shall be deemed vagrants, and on conviction shall be fined…

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

No freedman, free negro or mulatto, not in the military service of the United States government, and not licensed so to do by the board of police of his or her county, shall keep or carry fire-arms of any kind, or ammunition, dirk or bowie knife… 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Any freedman, free negro, or mulatto committing riots, routs, affrays, trespasses, malicious mischief, cruel treatment to animals, seditious speeches, insulting gestures, language, or acts, or assaults on any person, disturbance of the peace, exercising the function of a minister of the Gospel without a license from some regularly organized church; vending spirituous or intoxicating liquors…shall…be fined…and may be imprisoned….
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

If any freedman, free negro or mulatto convicted of any of the misdemeanors provided against in this act, shall fail… to pay the fine and costs imposed, such person shall be hired out by the sheriff or other officer, at public outcry, to any white person who will pay said fine and all costs, and take said convict for the shortest time.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Excerpts from the Black Code of Louisiana (l865)

Every laborer shall have full and perfect liberty to choose his employer, but when once chosen, he shall not be allowed to leave his place of employment until the fulfillment of his contract…and if they do so leave, without cause or permission, they shall forfeit all wages earned to the time of abandonment…

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

In Case of sickness of the laborer, wages for the time lost shall be deducted, and where the sickness is feigned for purposes of idleness, and also on refusal to work according to contract, double the amount of wages shall be deducted for the time lost… and should the refusal to work continue beyond three days, the offender… shall be forced to labor on roads, levees, and other public works, without pay, until the offender consents to return to his labor.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Failing to obey reasonable orders, neglect of duty and leaving home without permission shall be deemed disobedience: impudence, swearing, or indecent language or quarreling or fighting with one another shall be deemed disobedience. For any disobedience a fine of one dollar shall be imposed on and paid by the offender … For all absence from home without leave, he will be fined at the rate of two dollars per day. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What was the purpose of all of these codes?

