Document Based Question: How Did Ronald Reagan Influence the Ending of the Cold War during his term in office?
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The Over During World War Il, the United States and the Soviet Union had worked together
as allies to fight against Germany. After the war, they resumed the role of being unfriendly rivals
in the conflicts between the free world and the communist countries in their very different political
and economic beliefs, capitalism and democracy against Soviet communism. The evident conflict
between these two powers zoomed in on Germany. The Western Allies desired a united,
demilitarized and independent Germany. The Soviet Communists were afraid of a united Germany
and wanted a buffer space created by the communist “satellite states” in Eastern Europe who
were under Soviet control. Winston Churchill gave this area its name in his statement: “An Iron
Curtain has descended across the Continent.” Both sides used their power to gain control of all of
Europe, resulting in the Cold War.

The United States offered European countries money to rebuild their countries through the
Marshall Plan. Each side vowed not to allow the other’s ideology to spread (known as
containment). The western allies and the Soviets soon collided over who would control post-war
Europe. Both Germany and Berlin were divided, part democratic and part communist. The United
States and the democratic countries of Western Europe created a mutual defense alliance called
NATO, which included West Berlin. The Soviet Union and its eastern European allies created the
Warsaw Pact.
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China experienced a Communist revolution about the same time and, a few years later, influenced
the communists in northern Korea to go to war to establish a communist government for the
entire nation. The result was the Korean War. After three years of fighting by troops from many
countries including the United States , the boundary between North and South Korea remained
about the same. Communist nations openly announced their goal was to take over the world.

Cold War fears resulted and the Red Scare developed in the United States. Senator McCarthy and
others fed the Red Scare through the Army-McCarthy hearings in Congress.

During the presidencies of Truman and Eisenhower, the Nuclear Age began where Americans
lived under the threat of nuclear war. The Soviets launched Sputnik in 1957. Americans perceived
this as a threat that they were more powerful and advanced in technology, creating a greater fear
of nuclear war.

U.S. Soviet conflicts continued in the 1960’s and 1970’s on almost every continent. Ronald
Reagan became president in 1980. He led renewed efforts to liberate people controlled by
communism. The following documents will help you determine how much Reagan influenced the
end of the Cold War.




