Name___________________

Road to Revolution

Political Cartoon Assignment (HONORS)
Definition: The visual portrayal of an idea, often using symbols, caricature, and humor, to make a point or argue a particular point of view.

Context: A use of a visual image, as is done in political cartoons, is often a powerful way to present a controversial point of view.

Directions: Analyze this image by Paul Revere and answer the questions that follow.

[image: image1.jpg]



1. What event in U.S. History is this cartoon about?
2. What details are used to show the artists point of view? What is his point of view?
3. What is the purpose of this cartoon? In your opinion does the artist succeed? Why or why not?
Assignment
Using your textbook and notes you took regarding the Road to Revolution (Growing Tension), choose one event that helped lead the American Colonies to declare their independence. Possible topics could be: The French and Indian War, Proclamation of 1763, The Sugar Act, The Quartering Act, Taxation without Representation, The Boston Tea Party, The Stamp Act, Coercive Acts, The Boston Massacre, Lexington and Concord, and the First Continental Congress. Use facts about that event to create a political cartoon.

Your political cartoon must include the following:

At least 3 facts

Details such as captions, labels, exaggeration, symbols, etc.
A clear point of view (chooses a side)

Convey an emotion (humor, anger, sadness, etc.)

Be neatly organized

Reflection
In addition to your political cartoon, you are required to turn in a one paragraph reflection that answers the following prompt:

Describe how the event your political cartoon represents helped lead to the American Revolution. Explain the perspective of your political cartoon. What does the author want to make you think or feel?
**Your political cartoon will be scored using the rubric below.
Political Cartoon Rubric
	Criteria
	ADV
	P
	PP
	U

	Political Cartoon
	Unique/creative approach; appropriate use of symbols, captions, and titles; clearly shows perspective and conveys an emotion
	Shows some creativity; mostly appropriate use of symbols, captions, and titles; show perspective and may convey emotion
	Use a predictable approach; somewhat appropriate use of symbols, captions, and titles; perspective is hard to distinguish
	Copies original example; little or no creativity shown; borrowed symbols, captions, and titles; no perspective

	Accurate Information- reflection
	Completely accurate information illustrated; reflects the time period or events shown.
	Mostly accurate information illustrated; generally correct for the time period or event shown.
	Mixed information, some accurate, some not; may not reflect the time period or event.
	Little accurate information illustrated; point of view unclear; generally does not reflect time period or event.

	Quality of Product
	Neatly drawn; correct spelling; main idea is evident.
	Generally neat; 1 or 2 spelling errors; generally well designed with main ideas understandable.
	Good sketch; readable with few errors; design is cluttered and main idea needs focusing.
	Barely understandable; lack of clarity related to design and main idea poorly illustrated.


**Remember, you are being graded on understanding of the topic and effort put in,

NOT on artistic ability. **
Sentence frames

Describing the event:

This was an important event because _________________. 

It occurred due to ______________________________. 

Following the event, ___________________________.

Eventually, it led to ____________________________.

Explaining perspective: 
According to __________, ____________ was a serious problem. 
The evidence suggests that _______________. 
The political cartoon suggests that _________________. 
Ultimately, we must agree that ___________________. 
______________ defends this position by _______________. 
For instance, according to the political cartoon _________________.

Political Cartoon Example with reflection
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Reflection
The Boston Massacre was an important event in US history because it represented the growing tensions between the British and the American colonists. This event occurred due to the increasing amounts of Acts and taxes passed by parliament in England. Many of the colonists felt that these acts by parliament were unfair because Americans were not represented in the law making process that occurred in England. Following the Boston Massacre, England punished the colonists with the Coersive Acts which led to more opposition from the Americans, and eventually to the Revolutionary War. The political cartoon depicts an organized group of Red Coats, British soldiers, who are firing on what appear to be innocent American colonists. This is illustrated by the lack of weapons on the colonists and the numerous guns held by the British. The cartoon reveals the massacre in a light that makes the British soldiers look like the bad guys. According to the cartoon, the British are to blame for this outbreak of violence. The political cartoon defends this position by writing the following words at the top of the cartoon: “The Bloody Massacre perpetrated in King Street, Boston.” The words used by Revere suggest that it was massacre perpetrated by the British. “Perpetrated” is a word that is synonymous with “perpetrator” and “criminal.” Therefore, the overall perspective of this cartoon is from the colonists’ point of view.
Honors Criteria
If you are signed up for honors credit, your assignment will be slightly different. In addition to creating your own political cartoon and writing a reflection, you will also conduct research in order to find primary sources in the form of political cartoons from the Revolutionary time period. (HINT: it is easier to locate primary sources if you use specific events as your search term. For example: “Boston tea party political cartoon”, “Quartering Act” political cartoon, etc.). Once you have located your primary source, you will need to cite your source and write a reflection explaining the point of view of the political cartoon.
Checklist:
____ Locate a political cartoon from the Revolutionary War time period. This needs to be a true primary source that was created during that time.

____ Copy and paste your cartoon into a Google document. Title it “your name- Honors Political Cartoon.” Share with Ms. Hite.

____ Cite the source from where you found the primary source using www.easybib.com Copy and paste the citation into the Google document. (don’t forget to check the box to show the URL)
____ Write a one paragraph reflection explaining the perspective of the political cartoon. Which perspective does the cartoon display? What feelings does the author hope to invoke from the audience? What evidence from the cartoon leads you to believe this?

Use this link as an example: 

https://docs.google.com/a/aurorak12.org/document/d/1Qo6E7muMWsV4gpboax9ygTGUwyZys-6S0YkrZNpgPAk/edit 

Honors sentence frames

Describing:

___________ depicts ____________ 
________ shows __________________ 
___________ reveals ______________ 
__________ represents _______________ 
One example of __________ is seen _______________. 
_____________ is illustrated by ________________ 
  
Explaining perspective: 
According to __________, ____________ was a serious problem. 
The evidence suggests that _______________. 
The political cartoon suggests that _________________. 
Ultimately, we must agree that ___________________. 
______________ defends this position by _______________. 
For instance, according to the political cartoon _________________.

